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AN GIANG HEALTH STATION – THE GENERAL HOSPITAL – THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM

THE HOSPITAL 

The An Giang Provincial Hospital is ranked as the most important Provincial Hospital in An Giang Province Vietnam. The hospital serves 2,200,000 people in the Mekong Delta region in Southern Vietnam.  It is a large 900 bed hospital with 17 clinical wards and 5 para-clinical wards. The hospital has the following departments:  Emergency, Critical Care/Intensive Care,  Recuperation, Infectious Diseases, Traditional Medicine, Dermatology and Venerology, Tumor, Burn Center, Obstetrical, Pediatric, Tuberculosis and Eyes.

THE NEED

The hospital carries a heavy burden in cardiac care diseases, infection and emergency and infant diseases. Of the top ten serious diseases that the hospital covers, cardiovascular disease ranks at the top followed by infant diseases including cancer. Other top diseases are digestive system, infection and parasitic diseases. Cardiovascular disease and strokes are at the top of the death statistics for the hospital.

Currently the hospital can not meet the demands of the people of the provinces that it serves. The beds are overloaded. Currently the capacity - using beds are at 110%. With medical insurance now available in Vietnam, the demand to serve the sick and needy continues to rise.

In order for the hospital to respond, the highest line hospital in the Province, the hospital needs to upgrade the Intensive Care/Critical Care Department of the hospital. They are in need of the following equipment for a fully operational Intensive Care/Critical Care Department:

2 - ultrasounds
6 – full perimeter GE 4000 monitors with Central Station

6 – injection syringe pumps

4 – infusion pumps

2 – ventilators

6 – dinamap step down monitors

6 – aspirators

6 – oxygen producing systems (series 5)

15 – voltage regulators

They also need medical supplies and accessories including monitors cables, recorder paper, electrodes, wall mounts and accessories, roll stands, installation supplies, SND wall kits, and UPS line conditioners. 

Basically the hospital needs the same equipment that Assist International supplied for the critical care department at the Cancer Hospital in Ho Chi Minh City.

This hospital is very much in need as was the Cancer Hospital. They have an Intensive Care Ward with no cardiac care monitors. Without full perimeter cardiac care monitors, the critical care room is more a “room of death” than a “room of life”. Immediately when the equipment above is in place, lives will be saved. 

All the hospitals in the Southern part of Vietnam suffer from the results of the Vietnam War.  The frequency of cancer in the children of Vietnam War is not significantly higher than other Asian countries with the exception of Retinoblastomas. The incidence of children with Retinoblastomas is clearly higher than in other Asian 
countries.  According to the hospital physicians the risk factors are malnutrition, early termination of breast feeding, infectious diseases during infancy, and particularly gene disorders due to herbicide residue from the Vietnam War.

HOW TO ADDRESS THE NEED

Assist International (A.I.) is  capable of providing and delivering the equipment needed, as well as providing the necessary training by qualified professionals, for the hospital doctors and nurses. The Project includes delivery of the equipment, installation of the equipment, training of the biomedical engineers, doctors and nurses and providing a one year warrantee of all equipment.

PROJECT SPONSORS

The strength of the project lies in the commitment and cooperation of the project sponsors. Our partner is the Red Cross of An Giang Province and AIAA (licensed American NGO) in Vietnam who has partnered with Rotary and Assist International on the Ho Chi Minh City Cancer Hospital project. The Red Cross of An Giang Province will be the Consignee of the equipment and bring it in Duty Free.
The lead partners for this project supporting the efforts of Assist International is the Rotary Foundation, Rotary Clubs from the US and Thailand, AIAA (Americans for International Aid and Adoption).and hopefully the Rose C. Stone Foundation.

THE PROBLEM AND SOLUTION

What stands between us and achieving this goal is money.  There is reason to believe that Rotary International and the Rotary Foundation will allow a Matching Grant Proposal for this project. There is reason to believe that Rotary District 5150, under the leadership of District Governor of 2007 Brian McLeran will support this project with a $60,000 grant.  If the Rose C. Foundation will provide $70,000 for this project, the financial need will be complete. If complete funding is found, we hope to do this project in May/June, 2009.
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